WHAT ARE THE JEWS

call themselves Jews, have no attachment to the
Jewish religion, justifying their use of the name by
their descent or by a feeling of mere group attachment*
Jews who put their religion first are strongly tempted
to exclude them from the right to call themselves Jews.
Such an exclusion could be amply justified on historic
grounds. There never have been Jews without
religion. The Jews collectively have always rooted
their life in Judaism. And logic supports the con-
clusion from history. How can any one call himself
a Jew who cannot conscientiously say, " Hear, O
Israel, the Lord our God the Lord is One **? Have
the Jews who have suffered for their faith, and those
who have died rather than deny their religion, been
but fools following a shadow and driven by a delusion ?
Historically and logically, an atheist should not
call himself a Jew* But when an atheist does call
himself a Jew, there is something psychologically
significant in his adherence to the name. It shows
that he has in him a precipitate of Jewish sentiment.
His antecedents have left him with an attachment to
the Jewish group, which he maintains by calling him-
self a Jewj even though the name has lost for him its
religious meaning and the life of the group its religious
worth. But the existence of these Jews does not
constitute an argument against the religious basis and